THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH MONUMENT IN FREEHOLD
By Dr. David Martin


The Battle of Monmouth Monument in Freehold was first proposed by former governor Joel Parker in 1877. Land was acquired next to Court Street in 1878 and the corner stone was laid on June 28, 1878, the 100th anniversary of the battle. However, the monument was not finished until six years later. It was dedicated on November 13, 1884.


The monument is made of New England granite and is 94 feet high. Its main decoration consists of five large bronze sculpted tablets, each five feet high and six week high. The project was one of the earliest and largest works by noted New York sculptor James E. Kelly. Above the tablets are the coats of arms of the thirteen original colonies, carved in stone. At the top of the tall shaft is a statue of “Columbia Triumphant.” The original statue was later struck by lightning and replaced.


Here is a description of the scenes depicted on the bronze panels.

1. Ramsey Defending his Guns. This represents Lieutenant-Colonel Nathaniel Ramsey, of Maryland, in the closing effort to hold his position until the main army could be rallied. General Washington had told him he depended on his exertions, and he had promised to check the enemy. He tried with his gallant regiment to defend the guns of Lieutenant-Colonel Oswald, until, having become dismounted, he was overwhelmed by the superior numbers of the British dragoons. In the foreground he is represented with historical accuracy in a hand-to-hand conflict with a detachment of the Seventeenth British Regiment Light dragoons. Colonel Ramsey’s portrait is from a miniature and a silhouette, taken from life, and furnished by his family. His sword is modeled form the short-bladed weapon which he actually carried and used with great effect that day, and which is still preserved. The uniform, horse furniture, and all the equipments of the dragoons are taken from the official records of the regiment. So particular has the artist been that the “death’s head” may be seen on the hat of the troopers of the Seventeenth Dragoons – the organization  allowed to wear the same by the orders of the King, with the motto, “Death or glory.” In the background Oswald is directing the men in their attempt to carry off the guns. It will be remembered that 
Ramsey, badly wounded in this personal combat, was taken prisoner by the British. Sir Henry Clinton, in soldierly admiration of so brave a man, ordered his release on parole the following day. 

2. Washington Rallying the Troops. The Commander-in-chief is here depicted riding down the American lines on the spirited horse which had just been presented to him by New Jersey’s war Governor, William Livingston, and rallying the troops after General Lee’s unaccountable retreat. He is placing the regiments of Stewart and Ramsey and Livingston in position to check the advance party of the British. General Washington’s head and figure are modeled from Houdon’s life cast. The model is worked on a scale, and is entirely accurate in all its properties, from Houdon’s measurements. The styles of the uniform and horse equipments of the chieftain are all from authentic sources.

3. Molly Pitcher. The head and figure of the heroine of Monmouth are of an ideal woman of great muscular power. Her dead husband is at her feet, and General Knox is seen in the background directing his artillery line. A wounded soldier uses his right hand instead of his left in thumbing the vent. This, it is readily seen, improves the composition of the picture. The old Tennent Church, still standing as a memorial of the battle, is seen on the extreme left of the relief. The figure of the beardless gunner was modeled by Thomas A. Edison. 

4. Council of War at Hopewell. This tablet represents Generals Washington, Lee, Greene, Stirling, Lafayette, Steuben, Knox, Poor, Wayne, Woodford, Patterson, Scott, and Duportail as they appeared in the important council held at Hopewell, Old Hunterdon County, New Jersey, June 24, 1778. General Washington is listening attentively as General Lafayette, standing by the table, is urging the council to decide on making a strong demonstration against the British column, even if it brought on a battle. The position and general expression of other officers clearly indicate their opinion of Lafayette’s appeal. General Lee, who preferred to let the British force parade unmolested across the State, looks anxious and indignant that the military experience and judgment do not entirely control the board. It is easy to see that the foreign officers Steuben and Duportail want to make a strong attack, and not simply feel out the enemy. General Patterson agrees with them, and so does the true-hearted Greene. General 
Wayne, always ready for fight, can hardly wait until Lafayette is finished, that he may speak a few words of ardent patriotism. Colonel Scammell, Washington’s Adjutant-General, who afterward gave his life for liberty on Yorktown’s ramparts, is here engaged in noting the opinions of the general officers for the guidance of his chief.

5. Wayne’s Charge. The fifth relief depicts Mad Anthony Wayne leading his troops, in the final charge of the day, through a trampled corn 
field, and the battalions of British grenadiers falling back, and trying in vain to carry away the body of their dead commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Monckton. The parsonage of Tennent Church is seen in the background.

